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Midnight gets
a second chance.

Celebrating 100 Years of Second Chances
Cake and Ice Cream? - How about Kibble and Catnip!
Legend has it that the police chief in Long Beach,
Indiana in 1920 told his officers there were too
many stray dogs on the street and if they were to
see any wandering, they were to shoot them.
A group of good Samaritans in the community
came together to advocate for the dogs and find
ways to get them off the streets.
These were the very first second chances.
By 1948, the organization officially incorporated
and in 2020 is now known as the Michiana
Humane Society.
Over the last 100 years, increases in leisure time
and improvements in veterinary care, along
with the invention of kitty litter (by Ed Lowe of

Cassopolis, Michigan) helped increase the number
of household pets in America. Sadly, the need for a
place to shelter pets that are no longer wanted has
also grown. Fashions may have changed, but we
still enrich the community by giving animals, and
the people who love them, a second chance.
We had planned to celebrate 100 years, but it
turns out 2020 is like no other year! All three of
our major fundraising events are cancelled as well
as most of our community gatherings. Visits to the
animals are by appointment only; we are happy
to report that adoptions so far continue at a nearnormal rate.
(continued on p2)

Volunteer
Spotlight

Board of Directors
Bonnie Benson, President
Allison Black goldberg, Vice President
Erik Bernethy, Treasurer
Beverly Hammel, Secretary
Michael H. Berman
Keek Bielby
Lorry Cates
debbie goldenthal
Paula Hook
Eileen Kochanny
Mary Lambert
gail Lowrie
Kathy Puerling, dVM
dominic Raso
Will Schauble
tim Scott
Paul Applegate, Emeritus
Bob Roule, Emeritus
Jen Rucinski, Emeritus

Staﬀ
Johanna Humbert
Executive Director
Karen Edwards
Director of Shelter Management
Jennifer Stone
Development Director
deanna Hudock
Kirsten Ladendorf
Front Desk Coordinators
Amanda tobias
Administrative Assistant
Susan donovan
Veterinary Assistant
Brianne Markos
Rescue Coordinator
david Schroeder
Lead Kennel Tech
Alexis dickey
Amelia graf
Renee Horn
Alexia Jankowski
Katerina Stepanovich
trevor West
Kennel Techs
Chris Coso
Building Maintenance
The Michiana Humane Society &
SPCA, Inc. is incorporated as the
Humane Society of LaPorte and
Berrien Counties, Inc. It is a 501(c)3
not-for-proﬁt organization funded
100% by private donations, and
receives no tax dollars.
p2

Pat Bailey

In her retirement, Pat Bailey has been working with the shelter for nearly three
years. Pat confesses that she loves to be active, outside and playing with the
dogs. When asked about a favorite animal story, she lovingly and proudly told
us about Brownie - a sweet success story. Here is our interview with her:

www.MichianaPets.org
We thought 100 years was a good time for a vibrant new
logo, as well as a fresh website design. Thanks to graphic
designer Alan Fore, and webmaster Adam Moore for their
wonderful work!

Celebrating 100 Years of
Second Chances

(continued from cover)

You may know that our fundraisers generate fully half of our operating
income each year. that’s a serious loss for our budget. In their place

this year the board of directors and our event sponsors have issued a

100 Years - $100,000 Challenge. It will match every dollar donated to
the shelter’s annual fund up to $100,000. Successful completion of the
campaign will bring a much needed $200,000 for the animals.

Everyone can participate
in the Challenge!
Want to contribute to the
100 Years - $100,000
Challenge? Just visit our
website, MichianaPets.org,
or mail your donation in the
envelope enclosed in this
newsletter. Thank you for
caring about the animals.

How long have you been volunteering at
MHS and what inspired you to get involved?
this September will be 3 years. We’ve had a
weekend home here in duneland Beach for
over 30 years and when I retired, my husband
and I moved here full time. Volunteering offered
an opportunity to give the dogs some fresh air,
playtime and love. In my youth, I wanted to be
a veterinarian, so this satisfies my desire to work
with animals.

Even now, the public

Where do you prefer to volunteer and what
types of activities do you get to do?
I often help with walking the dogs, taking some to
the dog park (all separately) so they can get some
exercise, be off leash, catch tennis balls, and walk
through the woods. I have recently reinforced
some training skills which Laura Bodnar, a dog
behaviorist and trainer, presented to the staff and
kennel technicians. the techniques focus on mental
stimulation, which is such a benefit to the dogs and
results in less stress and anxiety in their kennels and
in the shelter. I also help with laundry and dishes
when needed and I volunteer at MHS events.

there are so many success stories and it makes me

What have you noticed as far as how the
coronavirus and quarantine have affected
shelter operations, the animals, the staff, etc.
the coronavirus affected the shelter as it did
everyone. the shelter closed to the public after
being extremely successful in getting so many of
the cats, dogs and critters fostered out to families
who were also quarantined at home - a win-win for
everyone! the staff cut back hours individually but
the normal hours were always attended to. I chose
not to come in during that time since it was highly
encouraged to stay at home and there were so few
dogs there.

needs to make an

appointment to see the animals or to surrender them.
MHS is working with set times and lengths of visits to
ensure there aren’t too many folks there at the same
time. It also requires masks and the staff are always

wearing them. I too wear one indoors but once I’m in
the dog park, I happily take it off!

Tell us your favorite personal shelter
animal story thus far.

very happy when the animals find their perfect forever
family. I’ve certainly had a few favorite animals but all
of the dogs have some special qualities.

the staff and techs do their best to shower tons

of love and attention on all the animals. Similarly,
the volunteers are able to do the same, but we

sometimes focus on those that are more fearful,

have had a bad experience, and need more comfort
or confidence.

One in particular is Brownie! She was adopted

initially as a puppy from MHS, returned last fall due

to aggression towards the other family dog, adopted

early January and returned again about a month ago.

She is extremely fearful and requires much interaction
and assurance to finally trust. I’ve been fortunate in
that she accepted me from the start so I’m able to

get her outside to the park and she can act like the
sweet dog that she is! We’re all now working very
diligently training to give her more confidence…

and it’s working! She stays in the front of her kennel

(versus retreating to the back and staying there) and
has established bonds with several other volunteers
and staff. that’s when you know you’re making a
difference!
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Fizzy

Fizzy the feline arrived at the shelter as a very pregnant stray. All of the staff and volunteers were
immediately in love with her enormous, affectionate, snuggly personality and darling face. Fizzy
loved the love and couldn’t get enough of it!
Finding a suitable foster for a cat in Fizzy’s position can be tough - you don’t know when she will
have the babies, how many babies she will have, if they will be viable/healthy. Luckily, previous
MHS adopter Julie Sherwood saw our foster plea on Facebook. She let us know immediately
that she wanted to foster Fizzy. Her MHS dog, delilah, is amazing with cats and kittens.
We know how well Julie cares for delilah. So we were not the least bit surprised, very shortly
after Fizzy gave birth at home, that Julie wanted to adopt! We were beyond thrilled that Fizzy
and kitten Atticus would stay with Julie and delilah.
When we asked Julie about her foster experience and choice to add two precious felines to her
home, she said: “It wasn’t a difficult decision to make in regards to opening my home and heart
to them. thanks to all of you for bringing us all together! How did you know they would be a
perfect fit?”

Sheltering In Play:

Foster Success Stories
in the Quarantine

Jojo

Jojo arrived at MHS during quarantine not in the best physical condition. She had many scabs and
some open wounds, her skin was dry, she had an allergic reaction to ﬂeas, her feet were swollen,
and her ears were in bad condition. But she was as sweet as she could possibly be! We soon came
to realize that love and affection what Jojo wanted most in life.
One of our best foster families took her in at the start of the coronavirus lockdown. they adored
her, but after a couple of weeks they suggested that she would probably do better in a quieter
setting. It was hard for them to bring her back, but we depend on our each foster family to
evaluate how their foster pet is adjusting, and to make the best choice for that dog or cat.
Enter Bob and Lori Lake. they had recently lost their beloved pitbull and were open to fostering.
We suggested Jojo. they came and met her and fell in love from the start. We would check in for
updates and Lori would always report back that she was the sweetest girl and fit right in from the
start. Jojo even won the love of their resident cat!
While they fully expected to simply foster for a month or two, their love for Jojo crept up on them
and they knew they couldn’t give her up!
When we asked them about their fostering experience and why they chose to open their home
and hearts to Jojo, Lori said: “I know how hard it was to lose our beloved dog Lily. She meant
everything to us. We even call JoJo “Lily” by accident sometimes. Saying goodbye is the most
difficult thing to do. But, I guess the way we thought of it is this… there are so many beautiful
animals that deserve and are longing for a good home -- need I say more?”
Jojo is loving her new life, traveling to Florida, enjoying the sunshine, and snuggling with her dad.
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100 Year Birthday Banners!!

Karen’s Corner

Last Fall, the shelter’s marketing committee
hatched a plan to commemorate the upcoming
‘banner year’ of 2020. taking a cue from the
student athlete banners on Franklin Street, they
decided to set their sights on securing some
spots in town for MHS birthday banners.

With this new found knowledge and enthusiasm,

With the dog days of summer still ahead, here are a few tips to keep your pets
safe and well-cared for as you enjoy some much-needed outdoor fun!

But what should the banners look like?
Board member and marketing chair Lorry Cates
called Janet Block at Lubeznik Center for the Arts
and asked her for a referral to a Michigan City
school in order to work with kids on designing
the banners.

explained that last year her students had drawn

that’s how we met Holly
Beadles, the art teacher
at Pine Elementary, a
Magnet School for the
Visual and Performing
Arts in Michigan City.
the next several
months fostered an
amazing collaboration
between the shelter,
the community and the
elementary students!

Beadles was ready to have the students create art

for celebratory banners. then the coronavirus shut
everything down.

With no drawings we feared there would be no

banners. But in an incredible piece of luck, Beadles
cats and dogs in festive birthday hats! the students
used sharpies and watercolors - some splatter

painting with toothbrushes and some doing a “wet

on wet” technique. Some artists included collar tags,
adorable tongues and colorful
backgrounds.

Beadles brought 45 of these

pieces to Cates and the MHS
staff got to choose 18 for the
final banner installations. It

made the staff so happy to post

the drawings in the shelter when
no visitors were allowed -- such
a morale booster for them
during COVId!

100 years 100 years

With a $2,000 grant
from the Michigan City
Public Arts Committee,
Beadles and Cates
quickly went to work
setting up the program which included humane
education presentations to the students, field
trips to the shelter (pre-COVId), and a live chat
from the shelter with one of the school’s aides
who also volunteers at the shelter - the children
were thrilled to see their teacher’s aide on video
working with the animals! All of these initiatives
created excitement and enthusiasm in the
students. they now had an understanding of
what role the shelter plays for the community
and the animals.

of second of second

CHANCES CHANCES
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Beadles commented that

“When kids get a challenge,
they will exceed anyone’s

expectations.” Cates added

“How often to do you see cats

Summer Safety Tips for Your Pets
1. Rising temperatures and more outside play
means your pets need to stay extra hydrated.
Keep a water bowl in a shady place in the
backyard or porch and consider a collapsible
portable one for hikes and walks.
2. Brush your pets often this summer but don’t
shave their coats. Fur actually helps to protect
them from pesky insects and biting bugs, not
to mention sunburn.
3. Be aware of walking on hot pavement.
Choose grass, mulch or dirt paths over
asphalt because the high temperatures of
it can burn your dog’s pads. If pavement is
your only option, choose a time of day when
it’s less heated like early morning or in the
evening.

5. While gardening, landscaping or just enjoying
the outdoors, keep pesticides and repellants
away from your pets. Insecticides, dEEt and
citronella oils are toxic to your pets.
6. Watch for signs of heatstroke which include
drooling, excessive panting, lethargy, weakness,
bright red gums and seizures. Keep pets inside
or in the shade on hot days and nEVER leave
them in a hot car.
It’s the season for outdoor fun -- have a great
summer with your pets!

4. don’t forget ﬂea and tick medication.
Summertime is the season to be on high alert
for these parasites. And just like humans,
dogs and cats are susceptible to tick-borne
diseases like Lyme disease and ﬂea bite
allergies. do ﬂea and tick checks daily.

with purple tails? It’s pure joy!”
She goes on to say, “these drawings and the

banners are real ambassadors for MHS. they are

whimsical, bright and happy, and the shelter can be
just that, too. Folks will definitely stop and look.”

the banners will be installed on light posts on the
north end of town along Franklin, on Commerce

drive near Lubeznik, near Wabash and Washington,

the library, post office and public health department
where the most foot traffic is during the summer.
Keep an eye out for these treasures!
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Would you like your pet photos turned into precious
works of art? Well, we can’t draw, but we’ll attempt
to anyway! this offer is fur real! If you donate $25 to
help support our shelter animals, we will send you
a one-of-a-kind doodle drawing of your pet created
by our wonderful yet artistically challenged staff and
volunteers. guaranteed to bring many laughs and to
be a great conversation piece in your home.
Details:
Sign up and make your $25 donation on our
website, MichianaPets.org, beginning Monday,
August 3. We will email you a link to upload your
photo(s). doodles will be mailed the week of
Monday, August 31, 2020.
We can’t wait to see your glamour shots!

