
What do we do when we have a healthy dog 
who is good with people, but we can’t place 
her in the community?
Cinnamon was that dog. She is a well-muscled, 
pure pit bull who intimidates people. And she 
quickly demonstrated that she did not like other 
dogs to walk past her kennel, acting out to the 
point that we relocated her to a place where 
she wouldn’t see them. But our staff were able 
to handle her and walk her on leash without 
problems. During her enrichment times she 
eagerly learned tricks, played hide and seek, and 
more than anything loved chasing the tennis ball.
Her ball drive saved her life.
Our rescue coordinator, Brianne Markos, working 
with Seven Star Rescue, found Wes Keeling, a 
former police offi cer turned dog trainer in Texas, 
and his company, Sector K-9. Through a grant 
from the Animal Farm Foundation he can pull 

shelter dogs, train them for police work, and 
then donate them to police departments across 
the country. Brianne forwarded a description of 
Cinnamon, and video of her fi nding a hidden 
tennis ball, chasing the ball, and interacting with 
staff. Then we waited.
After a week or two we fi nally heard the good 
news – Cinnamon was accepted into training.  
Mary Thomas and Trish Halick from Seven Star 
drove her to Waxahatchie, Texas and she entered 
Wes’ program. Twelve weeks later she graduated 
and was given the name K-9 Sentry. Sentry 
partnered with Offi cer Allan Connelly in Addis, 
Louisiana, just west of Baton Rouge, where they 
now work together.
Brianne spoke to Wes and to Offi cer Connelly 
about this incredible program. Here are some 
excerpts from their conversations:
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We had a busy summer, with over 4,000 visitors from June through 
August. We placed 233 dogs, cats, rabbits and guinea pigs in new 
homes; had an amazingly successful fundraiser at Grand Cottage; and 
fi nally found a home for Polly the cat, who was with us 467 days. As 
Executive Director, I think it’s my place to say “the staff rocked it!”

But our successes are tempered by the fact that, while we placed 
233 animals, we took in 289. And at the end of August the list of 
people waiting to surrender dogs remained at 23. This morning 
(September 11) we discovered a crate left at the door with twelve 
kittens, half of them just a week or so old.

There is so much need in our community.

We continually seek ways to better help people to care for their 
four-legged families. There’s only so much we are currently able to 
provide, but we are working to fi nd ways to bring more options to 
pet owners in Michigan City and the region.

What do you think is most important for our community’s animals? 
Please take the fi ve-question survey on our website. 
Visit www.michianahumanesociety.org/fall2019survey 
and let us know your thoughts.

Thank you for caring about what we do!

So much done. So much to do.
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This past July brought an extra special Cocktails 
at the Grand Cottage at the lakefront home of Will 
Schauble and Jason Spohn. The GC Committee 
made extra efforts to create a wonderful evening 
for the celebration, but no one expected how 
successful it would turn out to be!

Over 400 guests entered on the blue carpet 
that read “Welcome and Cheers to Ten Grand 
Cottage Years!” The carpet led to a tray of Grand 
Tito cocktails (Tito’s Vodka and Lemonade), 
and then the “Paws for a Photo” opportunity. 
The party began!

Under a beautiful blue sky, guests enjoyed the 
Classic Catering hors d’oeuvres and open bars, 
wandering through gorgeous gardens 
to the stunning view of Lake Michigan. 
Many lingered to meet shelter dog 
Cool and a litter of Siamese kittens 
who promoted adoptions.

The moment everyone waited 
for came with the live auction.  
Ten amazing items were 
offered, each bringing lively 
bidding. But the stunning 
moment came when the furious 
bidding on Italian cooking 
lessons for 10 from 

10 Grand Years of Cocktails at the Grand Cottage
mother-daughter Chefs Luisa May and Vivian 
Mills of Luisa’s Café and Harbert Swedish Bakery 
stopped at the gavel.  $26,000!  And then the #2 
bidder agreed to match the amount for his own 
duplicate prize! In under fi ve minutes Luisa and 
Vivian raised $52,000 for the shelter animals!

It was unbelievable.

After the live auction, our Fund-a-Paws reverse 
auction sought to bring in $25,000 in donations 
so that the shelter can be open seven days 
a week in 2020. The result was $38,000 and 
because of that, we will start being open on 
Sundays in October - three months early!

In its ten years, Cocktails at the Grand Cottage 
has raised over $1 million in support 
of the Michiana Humane Society and 

the care we give to animals. We 
are eternally grateful to our 

underwriter, @properties, 
and all of our sponsors, as 
well as to Gail Lowrie for 
co-chairing all ten years, 
and to Will and Jason for 

opening their home so 
graciously.
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Allan, how did your search for a dog start?
I found out about Sector K9 via a Facebook 
group for police K9 handlers. I contacted Wes. 
He explained that his program was a different 
program than most K9 training programs in that 
he is trying to save shelter animals. Wes said 
that he picks them by their individual personality 
and not breed, but by drive to work. Typically 
in law enforcement you see purebred German 
Shepherds or purebred Belgian Malinois. In Wes’s 
program, there is no discrimination.

Wes, how can you do that?
Animal Farm Foundation and 
Sector K-9 decided to be 
partners to achieve the goal of 
putting these shelter dogs out 
in the community. Animal Farm 
Foundation supplies a grant to 
me which sponsors the training 
of shelter dogs and handlers 
while they are with Sector K9. 
I then donate the fully trained 
dog to an approved police 
department. We bring the 
police departments down to 
the training facility. The only 
cost to the police department 
is hotel stay, which is offered 
at a discounted rate. The dog itself and the 
training that it comes with don’t cost anything; 
it is all donated. Police departments don’t have 
the funding to support a $15k-20k investment in 
a K9. Most police departments that I deal with, I 
also assist them with getting free dog food in their 
area. It is usually a high quality food because we 
consider them (the dogs) police officers and we 
want them to have proper nutrition. We link the 
officers with a feed store who typically donates 
the dog food to the departments. Most of the PD’s 
also have a local vet who provides vet care totally 
free. That way we keep the cost of the program 
and obtaining a K9 for their city and department 
to basically nothing. 

What do you look for when bringing  
a dog into your program?
I look for 2 things, really.

1. The dogs’ characteristics – whole package, i.e. 
they are not aggressive … because the dogs are 
going to be shared with officers’ communities. 

2. The drive of the dog. Does the dog have 
enough drive to do the requirements of the 
training and work that they will be providing to 
the police departments? 

Sentry had it.

What was it like working  
with her?
Sentry was really happy. She is a dog 
that wants to work for one person and 
she wants to love everyone else. We 
had to channel some of that energy 
and love towards the idea that “You 
(Sentry) get the love and everything 
that every dog likes, but we want you 
to do this (find the odor) first.” Once 
she figured out that she needed to 
smell the odor and lock up, or alert, it 
was game over and she got it pretty 
quickly. Because she gets the physical 
reward (ball) and emotional reward 
(person/handler), she basically got 

double the reward once she found the scent. 

Allan, what was your reaction when you 
met Sentry for the first time?
I was extremely excited and thought she was just 
a beautiful dog. I was so impressed because she 
knew how to do her job the first day I met her; she 
is extremely intelligent. I was mostly impressed 
that Sentry came from a shelter and could do this 
job just as well as any purebred animal as long as 
someone gave her the chance. I loved that she is 
kind of like a kid. When you think of working dogs, 
I expected her to be serious. But she acts happy 
all the time. 
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UPDATe:
Since this conversation took place, K-9 Sentry has 
alerted on marijuana, cocaine, drug paraphernalia, 
and most recently 4 kilograms of heroin with a 
street value of hundreds of thousands of dollars! 
She is defi nitely earning her keep!

What made Sentry stand out 
from other dogs, Wes?
Her looks were pretty intimidating! But, she is a 
total sweetheart. Obedience – she’s super eager 
to do it. I call it “serious playtime” which is her 
working to fi nd the scent. She became a total 
wiggleworm when she fi gured out it was time 
to go and have her “serious playtime”. After 
she found the odor, it was time for “crazy fun 
playtime”. Once she understood that she was 
searching for the scent, she was outstanding.

Allan, tell us about a typical day 
working with Sentry.
We get up around 4am and I put 
on her gear which is currently a 
police ID collar. It’s too hot for 
her police ID vest in Louisiana 
and it’s not right to do that to 
an animal. I make sure there is 
enough water in the car and then 
we clock in at the PD. Before 
lunch, we have run 1 or 2 cars 
and searched them already. 
We hang out in the PD in the 
air conditioning. After lunch, 
we head back out until about 5, 
unless something happens. 

Then we come home and Sentry 
eats dinner with my family and I. 
At that point, she is no longer 
required for work. She has her 
own space and is able to relax which gives her 
time to calm down from being in the car. I don’t 
know how she knows when she is at work as 
compared to being at home, but she is very 
calm with children and is laid back in the home. 
She is always with me. 

How is she making a difference 
in the community?
Without probable cause (proof of sight or smell), 
we cannot legally search vehicles. However, using 
a K9 is not invasive. She walks around outside of 
vehicle and then alerts [by freezing like a pointer, 
or nodding her head] if she smells any drugs. That 
alert makes it possible for us to conduct a search.
She is making a huge difference, not only in Addis, 
but we are assisting other agencies as well. Sentry 
is the one and only K-9 Offi cer in this area. We get 
a call and we go. 

What else would you like people to know 
about the Sector K-9 Program, Wes?

I’m happy that we can save a 
shelter dog’s life and give them 
a second a chance while also 
giving a police department 
something they would never 
have because of the amount 
of money that the paid dogs 
cost (between $15,000-$20,000 
per dog). Hopefully, we can 
have everyone understand that 
our dogs are trained correctly 
and they are just as good even 
though that they don’t have 
pointy ears (…well Cinnamon 
did!)

Finally Allan, what are 
the best things about K-9 
Sentry so far?

I love that she is happy to have a family. She is 
great with children but knows she has a job to do 
when she goes to work. I feel no risk when she is 
around my family. My children can feed and play 
with her and she has never shown aggression. 
She is extremely sweet and acts like a big baby. It 
sounds funny but she is already part of a family.
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Last year after he retired from his Illinois 
veterinary clinic and moved to Michigan, 
Dr. Eric Wagner reached out to the 
Michiana Humane Society through our 
online volunteer application. He was willing 
to do any volunteer job, but veterinary 
assistant Becky Blackmun 
had one thing in mind. 
Would he get his Indiana 
license so he could perform 
spay/neuter surgeries?
Dr. Wagner says he wanted 
to give back to underserved 
pets, and to help stem pet 
overpopulation. So he began 
the licensing process. While 
waiting, he gave a series of 
informal lunchtime seminars 
to the shelter staff on various 
topics of interest – communicable diseases, 
handling anxious dogs, etc.  
Now that he’s been in and out of the 
shelter for a year, Becky asked, what stands 
out? “In the shelter it’s a different mindset 
in how you approach treatment, not just 
related to cost, but overall effectiveness.  
I’m particularly proud to have been able to 
do some non-routine surgeries (like cherry 
eye, hernia repairs and an amputation) that 
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The Doctor Will See You.
hopefully helped those animals get 
adopted sooner.”

Dr. Wagner says he enjoys working with the 
other volunteers and the employees who do 
the “heavy lifting”. 

“Also knowing that every animal that 
we spay/neuter is probably saving 
5-10 animals from a life of disease, 
lack of a loving family, and early 
death.”

Knowing that the shelter is 
investigating ways to improve 
itself, what would Dr. W. suggest 
for animal health? “Improvements 
to the infrastructure would help – 
light, sound, openness/ventilation 
could all be better.” And what about 
serving our community? “I think 

you are doing a very effective job currently. 
It would be a long and lively debate as 
to whether becoming more involved in 
community pet health (vaccine and general 
health clinics/public spay/neuter clinic) 
would be worthwhile.”

We are so grateful to Dr. Wagner and Dr. Tim 
Sullivan for all the time and expertise they 
share with the Michiana animals!

Every animal 
we spay/neuter 
is probably saving 
5-10 animals 
from a life of 
disease, lack of 
a loving family, 
and early death.

“

“

Dr. Eric Wagner 
performs a spay 
surgery.
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If you visit the shelter’s Cat Adoption Room, you will defi nitely see one of the most dedicated volunteers. 
Carl Anderson had been retired for a while when his wife suggested that he volunteer at the shelter. He started 
out in early 2018 a couple of days here and there, then the call of the Cat Adoption Room had him hooked.

Carl has gotten to literally know every cat in that room. When he’s here, he doesn’t just play with the cats. He 
concentrates on affection and learning their personalities. He says he is fascinated by their intelligence and how 
the myth of cats being aloof isn’t true, that they are quite the opposite. And he knows this because of the time 
he spends with each one while he is at the shelter.  

Carl is often mistaken as an employee by potential adopters. He engages visitors in conversation about each 
cat they are interested in adopting. One of the things he enjoys is sharing the personalities of the cats with 
customers so the right cat or kitten will go home to the right family. 

The next time you come to the shelter and Carl is there, ask him about any cat in the room. He will not 
disappoint. That is one dedicated volunteer!

Carl
Anderson

MHS Volunteer
Spotlight:
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Michiana Humane Society 
Harvest Barn Dance 2019
MHS is having a Barn Dance at Blissful Barn in Three Oaks on 
Friday, October 18, from 6:30pm to 10:30pm eastern. 

We’re changing it up a little this year by having hors d’oeuvres, 
an open bar and dancing to the music of The Newports. 
Of course, there will be amazing items in our live and silent 
auctions for you to bid on, and hopefully take home with you!

Plan on attending this lively evening of wonderful food, great music, 
and dancing. Sponsor tickets are $250, which includes your name 
in the program. Individual tickets are $125. Reserve your tickets by 
October 7th at www.michianahumanesociety.org 

Blissful Barn is located at 4706 Watson Road, Three Oaks, Michigan

Michiana Humane Society
722 Indiana Highway 212
Michigan City, IN  46360

Return service requested
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NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!


