
Everyone knows that the Michiana Humane 
Society takes in unwanted animals and cares 
for them until new homes can be found. But did 
you know the other ways that we partner with 
the community to promote healthy relationships 
between people and pets?

We had a call recently from Michigan City Animal 
Control. A homeless man would not go into a 
shelter because his dog was not welcome there. 
At this point in his life, his dog was his only friend.  
We offered a kennel and care for a specifi c length 
of time so that this gentleman could arrange 
for a relative to take his dog in. We made it less 
stressful for him to get off the street and into a 
safe place, and we hope he can get back on his 
feet quickly and reunite with his dog.

Once or twice a year we hear from the Stepping 
Stone Shelter for Women that a new resident from 
an abusive home needs care for a pet that would 
otherwise be left in harm’s way.

We will do whatever we can to take a dog or 
cat into our care and make it possible for the 
entire family to be safe.

Studies show that 18-48% of women delay leaving 
an abusive home over concern for their animals, 
and that concern is serious – 50-70% of women 
report that their abuser also threatened, harmed 
or even killed their pets.  

How can we help to reduce the likelihood of a 
child growing up to become abusive? 
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Pets mean the world to people. That was very clear watching people 
at the fi fth annual Remember Me Thursday.  

All the pets being remembered were beloved, but some rise to the 
position of “heart dog” or “heart cat.” We can’t predict when that 
special relationship will form.  Not every dog or cat that joins a family 
will be “the one.” But if you are around long enough, you’ll know who 
your heart was.

Mine was Buster, a shaggy black mixed breed with disproportionately 
short legs. I was lucky enough to be able to take him everywhere with 
me – work, vacation, sidewalk restaurants. Everyone loved Buster. When 
he died, I didn’t know what to do with myself. I told our vet I was going 
to wait six months to get another dog. In truth, I waited three weeks.  

There’s an essay attributed to Eugene O’Neill called “The Last Will 
and Testament of an Extremely Distinguished Dog.” In it, Blemie the 
dog writes “It would be a poor tribute to my memory never to have a 
dog again. What I would like to feel is that, having once had me in the 
family, now she cannot live without a dog!”

One of my favorite moments at the shelter is when a family adopts a 
pet after the death of another. Their faces hold such anticipation and 
love, and memories of the pet who is gone.

Listen to Blemie. Don’t live without a pet!

Remember Me
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

“Enchanted!” That’s how everyone described 
Cocktails at Grand Cottage this year. Hosts Will 
Schauble and Jason Spohn, along with co-chair 
Gail Lowrie, delighted over 500 guests with a 
wonderful event.

From the stunning fl oral arrangement by Gary 
David Allen that greeted guests at the gate, to 
the delicious appetizers by Classic Catering and 
the lovely weather, the evening could not have 
been better. 

The live auction brought many engaging 
moments. Chef Luisa Mills charmed guests when 
she leaped up to encourage bidding on the 
pasta making evening offered by Luisa and her 
daughter, Vivian May.  That impromptu moment 

Ninth Annual Cocktails at Grand Cottage
pushed the bidding over $8,000. And then the 
hammer came down on Chef Joho’s private 
dinner for six with special guests Susan and 
David Axelrod -- $21,000 to benefi t the animals!

Thanks to board member Allison Goldberg 
and her husband, Jeff, Fund-a-Paws raised a 
record setting $28,000 to help ensure excellent 
veterinary care of the 1,000+ dogs, cats and 
critters that spend time at the shelter each year.

As the sun set over Lake Michigan, the fi nal 
tally came to over $170,000 raised to support 
the activities of the Michiana Humane Society. 
Thanks to the Grand Cottage Committee and 
all who supported this amazing event. We were 
enchanted!

p3



The fi fth annual Remember Me Thursday observance at the shelter offered people an opportunity 
to remember pets who have passed away. Over 170 luminaries glowed on our front lawn as the 
sun went down, each one dedicated to a departed friend. Many people stood in silence with their 
thoughts until it was dark and the candles were the only light.

We held our fi rst Paws and Pints dog walk at Friendship Botanic Gardens and couldn’t believe the 
turnout! Over 50 dogs and their people enjoyed the perfect fall afternoon in the gardens, strolling 
through the international gardens, the playground, the lake and more before returning to the 
Symphony Pavilion for beverages and snacks. Everyone played well together!

Memories and Celebration
Two recent events brought the community and Michiana 
Humane Society together to celebrate our lives with pets. 
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Helping young people to develop empathy for 
animals can make a difference. Studies show that 
empathetic children are less likely to be overly 
aggressive, and that they can better handle stress 
and bounce back from adversity.   

We introduce the concept of empathy -- 
understanding how animals feel -- with every school 
group we meet. This year we have been adopted by 
a second grade class from Queen of 
All Saints School here in Michigan 
City.  Each time they visit the shelter 
we will fi nd a different way to pose 
questions like, “How do you think 
that dog feels about being at the 
shelter?” “What kind of petting feels 
good to the cat?” These thoughts 
help the children to put themselves 
in the animals’ place.

We give the community a place to 
gather and remember pets who 
have died. Many people do not 
have family or colleagues who 
understand the profound sense of 
loss that can accompany the death of a pet. Each 
year we are part of the international Remember Me 
Thursday, bringing people together to honor the 
memories of pets who died loved, and unwanted 
animals who are euthanized before they can fi nd 
homes. It is a deeply moving event for all. At the 
shelter we acknowledge the animals that we could 
not fi x, and we allow ourselves to cry and express 
our sorrow together. Many people who attend RMT 

thank the shelter for offering them a place to 
express their grief over the loss of a pet.

Sometimes people in need don’t ask for help. 
It’s not until a crisis occurs that their animals 
are discovered in need and then the people’s 
issues are addressed. Such was the case this past 
summer when Michigan City Animal Control was 
called out to investigate a suspected hoarding 

situation. A couple was found to 
have had 35 smaller dogs in their 
home. They’d attempted to care for 
these dogs, but the situation got 
out of hand. It was when the woman 
ended up in the emergency room 
that the crisis erupted. The man cried 
as he signed over the dogs to the 
care of Animal Control, the LaPorte 
County Small Animal Shelter and the 
Michiana Humane Society. They loved 
each of the dogs, but lost their way in 
trying to care for them.  

Now that the dogs have been 
removed, social services can help the people to 
address the issues in their lives.  Most of the dogs 
(if not all by the time we go to print) have been 
adopted now, offering them a second chance at 
happy lives.

So you see that the Michiana Humane Society’s 
work is not simply to fi nd homes for unwanted 
pets. Every animal interaction touches people in 
some way, improving their health and their lives.

Speaking of the 35 dogs discovered in a Michigan City home over the 
summer, we want to publically thank Dr. Rex Bailey and the Michigan City 
Animal Hospital for going above and beyond to make sure the dogs 
received vet care. MCAH closed for the day so that their team could examine 
each dog. Dr. Bailey donated over $20,000 in vaccinations, heartworm testing 
and other treatments, as well as many of the spay/neuter surgeries.  

The dogs have adjusted well to their new lives and are making wonderful pets!

Let’s say your 8 year-old wants a pet, but you 
don’t want to take on a dog or cat right now. You 
don’t want fur everywhere, scratching on your 
furniture, housebreaking. How about a critter?!

We think that a rabbit, guinea pig or hamster can 
be the perfect “starter pet” for a responsible child. 
These pets, who usually live in cages, help your 
child learn to maintain a schedule of feeding and 
cleaning. They will interact with people and can 
learn simple tricks, and when the time comes they 
can gently introduce the idea of the loss of a pet.  

Here are some tips for keeping your critters happy 
and healthy at home.

1.  Provide the largest cage you can! All critters 
need the opportunity to stretch their legs, and 
they appreciate having different things to look 
at! If your cage is set up near a window, be 
mindful of drafts that might chill your critter, or 
direct sun that would make him overheat. But he 
will enjoy watching the world go by, whether it’s 
through a window or in the living room.

2.  Rabbits tend to potty in one place, so make sure 
you give your bunny a box! Experts recommend 
using the newspaper pellet type bedding, not 
cat litter which they might try to eat. Put a nice 
handful of hay on top – they like to eat and 
poop at the same time!

Critters can be taught to come when they are called! Every time 
you feed your critter a special treat, fi rst say his name, then give 
the treat. If you do this every day, before you know it your rabbit 
or guinea pig will come running when he hears his name!
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3.  Speaking of eating, hay is the #1 choice for 
rabbits. Other critters should get commercial 
food that is specifi c to their species – guinea 
pig food for guinea pigs, hamster food for 
hamsters. All critters enjoy fresh greens and 
carrots, too. Not only do they provide variety 
and vitamins, but carrots especially help to keep 
their gnawing teeth healthy.

4.  Critters need exercise! Encourage your children 
to get the critters out of the cage every day for a 
play date. Critters that are handled regularly will 
be friendlier with people, and they really benefi t 
from the extra exercise. Just keep an eye on 
them so that they don’t gnaw electric cords or 
furniture, and be sure to clean up if they potty 
on the fl oor.

Critters make excellent pets for children and 
grown-ups who love animals but can’t commit to 
more major care. Check out the shelter’s website, 
www.michianahumanesociety.org, 
to see what critters we currently 
have available!

will enjoy watching the world go by, whether it’s 

2.  Rabbits tend to potty in one place, so make sure 
you give your bunny a box! Experts recommend 

www.michianahumanesociety.org, 
to see what critters we currently 
have available!

“Here Piggy Piggy!”
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Making the Most of Your Donation
Many families enjoy collecting items to donate for 
the shelter animals for Christmas. We suggest the 
following items as things that are always useful:

Treats! 
Dogs, cat and critters all enjoy special treats to eat.

Chews!
Dogs like rawhide and Kongs, cats prefer catnip 
mice, chew toys made for critters help keep their 
teeth in top shape.

Canned food. 
We use just a spoonful in their kibble to help make 
it more interesting. Cans are great because they 
can be stored until we need them.

Cleaning supplies.
Bleach, dish soap and laundry soap.

Offi ce supplies.
Copy paper, letter sized folders, and pens.

Not sure what to buy? A gift certifi cate for Brandt’s 
Pet Emporium in Michigan City would be wonderful! 
And if all else fails, monetary donations are always 
welcome. Happy holidays!

Michiana Humane Society
722 Indiana Highway 212
Michigan City, IN  46360
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