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Leaving a Legacy
— one woman’s story
Simba’s love and affection meant everything to Jane Thompson. Twice she
submitted the little cat’s photograph to the “365 Days of Cats” calendar, and
twice he was included in that little square that sits on desktops around the
country. During her husband Sid’s illness, it was Simba who was always there
to listen. And Simba’s calm purr helped Jane through the days after Sid died.
So it should come as no surprise that Jane wanted to be sure that there would
be a legacy of her love for Simba, something that would help other abandoned kittens find loving forever homes. She hoped that they would purr and
play for their families and bring them the same joy that Simba brought her.
Sid and Jane Thompson named the Michiana Humane Society as a beneficiary
of their estate. With a little planning, anyone can do the same.
You can select from a number of simple and complex methods to make a
planned gift. Simple methods include naming an organization like MHS as a
beneficiary of a life insurance policy, or including a designated gift in your will.
Many people choose to suggest donations to the shelter in their obituaries
and at memorial services.
(Continued on page 6)

Mark Your Calendar!
Saturday, November 5
Harvest Home Tour
Tuesday, December 6
Giving Tuesday USA
March 2017
Spring Fling
Saturday, July 29, 2017
Cocktails at Grand Cottage
Thursday, September 28, 2017
Remember Me Thursday
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Reflecting and planning
Autumn is a reflective time. We look back over the past as we plan for the
future. What kind of care have we offered the 1,000+ animals that arrived
here over the past 12 months by no fault of their own? How can we grow to
serve the community, and the community’s animals, more effectively? What
do we need to do and learn to incorporate new ideas and methods into our
work?
I hope that you will agree with me as you read this newsletter that the
Michiana Humane Society has made great strides in 2016. From placing many
more pets, to hiring an RVT, to bringing some spay/neuters into the shelter,
we have worked hard to promote the well-being of the community’s animals.
But how do we approach the future? We have big dreams of facility
improvements, life enrichments, and community activities — but we are
taking the process slowly. We want to be sure that we can maintain and care
for ourselves, that we don’t take on too much.
A quick story. Opal and Torti were surrendered to the shelter in late July.
Opal quickly moved to the adoption room, but Torti stayed in isolation
because she was pregnant. Two kittens were born. Opal moped in the adoption room, missing her friend. Finally Karen couldn’t stand the unhappiness,
so she took Opal to visit Torti. They immediately began to groom each other
and curled up on the bed in the cage, kittens and all. And most amazing, after
a week or two together, Opal began to produce milk and took on some of the
nursing responsibility!
Animals do a great job of caring for what they create. We want to do that too,
so we’re taking it slow.

Promoting the well-being of our community’s animals through

PROGRESS REPORT
Changes bring results!
In our Fall, 2015 newsletter we announced a number of
changes at the shelter that we hoped would result in
increased adoptions. We want to share our good news.
Adoptions rose 55% in the 12 months since last October vs. the 12
months before that! That’s 244 more pets that are in forever
homes. In the same period, intakes are up 22%.
Our extended hours have made it possible for many more people
to visit the shelter each week. In fact, we estimate that shelter
pets had 10,000 visitors in the past year! More frequent visits are
good for the animals even when they do not result in adoptions,
because well socialized animals make better pets. We are looking
into adding an additional late closing weeknight for 2017.
The NeuterScooter has visited MHS five times this year, spaying
and neutering as many as 80 cats in a day. The community has

BILLY DARYL AND HIS
NEW DAD, RICKIE
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births, and we hope to see the benefit of this program next year with fewer
kittens surrendered.
This spring we hired Kaycee Chambers (nee Wiegel!) to be our Registered
Veterinary Technician and look out for our pets’ health. She has already made
a number of advancements in our organization and saved us money by reviewing the medications we use. In September she and volunteer veterinarian Dr.
Tim Sullivan began to perform spay/neuter surgeries on our shelter pets,
which is huge for us, too!
Finally, the dog kennels got a makeover thanks to donors at our 2016 Spring
Fling. Come visit and see how great we look!

prevention, intervention, education and advocacy.

KAYCEE CHAMBERS, RVT
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SHELTER PE
Two large dogs, closely bonded, make a difficult
adoption package. Add in heartworms and it might
be impossible.
Arty and Athena were surrendered to the shelter
before Thanksgiving in 2015 because they were unruly. Throughout the holiday season other dogs
went home, but no one spoke for the big shepherds.
Heartworm disease is a serious and potentially fatal
illness caused by foot-long worms that live in the
heart and lungs. It is important to keep the dogs
quiet, especially during treatment. And it takes
months to get the “all clear”.

ARTY & ATHENA

It took ten weeks to find a family willing to take on
this challenge. Thanks to “Petey’s Fund for Animals”
we were able to help pay for the lengthy heartworm
treatment.
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Now Arty and Athena live in a home with teenagers and a fenced yard. And since
they’re healed, they can enjoy it!
What happens when a seventeen-year old cat who has lived his
whole life with one person ends up at the shelter?
Malachi’s owner died. None of the family could take him, so
they brought him to the Michiana Humane Society. At first we
held him in the staff break room. We told him as long as he was
making an effort, we would too. After a short while he was
moved into the adoption room. No one paid much attention to
him. After all, there were kittens to play with.
His demeanor began to change and we recognized he was
starting to give up. Then a young couple changed his life.

MALACHI

Malachi went home with them. Now he lives with two dogs. His
family built him a “catio” so he could sit “outside” and watch
the birds. And when he began to lose control of his bodily functions, they built him luxury accommodations in the garage
workshop where he can watch the birds through the window
all day while his dad tinkers around.
All seniors deserve such loving homes.

Page 4

CHECK OUT OUR NEWLY REDESIGNED WEBS

ET STORIES
Lola arrived at the Michiana Humane Society in 2012.
The staff thought people would notice her if her cage
was in the lobby. They did. Year in and year out, visitors
said hello to Lola. They expected to see her when they
came to the shelter. But Lola was not impressed with
people. She wanted her special food, clean litter, and
something to chew on. That’s all.
So no one ever applied to adopt her.
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newsletter
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In late spring this year kennel staff noticed she seemed
off. A trip to the vet brought bad news. The doctor believed six-year old Lola had cancer.
We wanted Lola to live out her life comfortably at the
shelter, the only home she remembered. Every day she
received pain medication. For six weeks we kept her
comfortable, and let her know she was loved. And when
the time came that her quality of life failed, the entire
staff was with her to see that she had a peaceful passing.

LOLA

COCKTAILS AT THE GRAND COTTAGE, 2016
The weather broke and the rain stopped just in time for a record 430 guests to enjoy a gorgeous evening
along Lake Michigan at Cocktails at the Grand Cottage. This annual event provides crucial funding for the
shelter so that we can care for more animals and find them great homes.
The bidding got competitive during the live auction for trips to Colorado and Mexico, private dinners by
local Chefs, and other exciting items. We dedicated the Fund-A-Paws reverse auction to raising money for
our veterinary expenses -- the animals will be well cared for with a record setting $21,150 in donation
“bids”! The Michigan Friends of the Michiana Humane Society also raffled off Dinner for 10 at the Terrace
Room at The Harbor Grand in New Buffalo, MI.
In total, Cocktails at the Grand Cottage raised over $134,000 for the shelter this year. Special thanks to our
hosts, Will Schauble and Jason Spohn. And to our underwriters, Jack & Cynthia Weglarz, and to all of our
sponsors including Bluefish Vacation Rentals, It’s A Breeze, Gail Lowrie @properties Harbor Country,
Roscoe’s, Scheerer McCulloch, Tito’s Handmade Vodka and over 35 other sponsors. Thanks to our Grand
Cottage committee members, all of our event volunteers, donors, and guests for helping making this
success possible.

SITE! WWW.MICHIANAHUMANESOCIETY.ORG
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SIMBA’S LEGACY
continued from page 1
There are many much more complicated ways to make charitable gifts from your estate — remainder
trusts, gift annuities and so on. Consult an attorney or accountant if you are interested in exploring these
options, which may be helpful for your taxes as well as creating a wonderful legacy.
When Jane Thompson died in 2015, seven years after her husband Sid, the shelter received notice from a
local attorney saying that we would share the proceeds from a life insurance policy and the sale of the
Thompson home. Their generosity to MHS has meant that we could make a major improvement to the
cat adoption room — adding two banks of two-compartment cages to replace six single-space cages. Cats
prefer to have their food and kitty litter kept separate and having two compartments helps to reduce
stress.
The remainder of the Thompson bequest has
been saved in an investment account for future
needs of the shelter. It is critically important for
the shelter to have funds set aside for a difficult
year, or to help us grow and change with the
times.
We are sorry that we were not able to thank the
Thompsons during their lifetime for remembering
the Michiana Humane Society in their estate. But
we know that the cats in our adoption room are
grateful for Simba’s legacy.

YOU CAN LEAVE A LEGACY BY REMEMBERING
THE MICHIANA HUMANE SOCIETY WHEN YOU PLAN YOUR ESTATE
Among the many ways you can include the
Michiana Humane Society in your final
plans are:

Please consult your tax advisor for more
information on leaving a legacy to MHS.
They may need this information:




Legal name: Humane Society of LaPorte and
Berrien Counties, Inc.
Tax ID: 35-6031959
Address: 722 Indiana Hwy 212, Michigan City
Indiana 46360
Contact: Johanna Humbert, Executive Director,
(219) 872-4499
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Bequests in your will
Name the shelter as a beneficiary on
life insurance or retirement account
Establish a trust
Ask for donations in your obituary

CHECK OUT OUR NEWLY REDESIGNED WEBS

KAREN’S CORNER
Conquering Cat Claws
Can your cat climb your pants leg?
Has your upholstery suffered since
your kitten came home? Do you
have cat scratch fever?!
You may be considering asking your
vet to declaw your cat. I’d like to
suggest that you think again. With
just a little effort you can conquer
those cat claws!
Declawing is a serious surgery that amputates the top knuckle of the cat’s fingers and toes. The cat is subjected to pain and potential side effects that offer
no health benefits. There is risk of infection, nerve damage and the regrowth of
improperly removed nails.
You may also find that a cat stops using the litter box because scratching becomes so uncomfortable, and then the cat could end up back at the shelter,
unadoptable. Let’s avoid that!

Cats scratch to remove the dead outer cells of the toenail, to stretch, and to
leave their scent on people and furniture to show “ownership”. By following
these simple tips you can protect your belongings without denying them these
pleasures.






Keep claws trimmed. Clipping dulls the tip of the nail, helps to remove the
dead “husk”, and gives you a few minutes to make sure your cat’s feet are
clean and healthy. Practice doing one or two nails every day until your cat
becomes accustomed to clipping. Don’t force a frightened cat to endure 20
clips!
Place scratching posts around the house. Cats love to scratch because it
feels good — so give them appropriate locations! Sprinkle catnip on the
post or lure the cat to it while you play and before you know it, the cat will
visit the post regularly.
Try plastic caps that are applied over the nail. They need to be replaced
regularly, but while they are on they make it impossible for the nail to
scratch.

MORE ON
MANICURES
All pets with toenails need to have
them clipped — dogs, cats, rabbits,
birds, even horses!
Try to keep the nails short without
hitting the quick of the nail. Make
sure that you have styptic powder
nearby in case you hit the quick and
it bleeds.

If your dog’s nails are way too long,
you will need to shorten them over
a number of weeks, taking a little
bit off each week until they are the
right length. The quick will recede
as the hard nail is shortened.
Some people use a Dremel tool to
shorten their dogs nails by grinding.
Be sure to cover the paw with a
stocking and poke just the nail
through so that hair doesn’t catch in
the spin of the drill!

Remember your cat is doing what nature intended, so please try to work with
your cat to make both your lives better!

SITE! WWW.MICHIANAHUMANESOCIETY.ORG
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Michiana Humane Society & SPCA
722 Indiana Hwy 212
Michigan City IN 46360

Please let us know if we should
correct your name and/or address!

13TH ANNUAL HARVEST HOME TOUR
Celebrate the Harvest Season by joining us at the 13th Annual
Harvest Home Tour, Saturday, November 5. This self-guided tour
takes you through a variety of lovely homes in Harbor Country,
Michigan. The tour runs 11am CDT/12pm EDT to 4pm CDT/5pm
EDT.
In addition to the tour of homes, ticket holders can enjoy a Wrap Up
Party at Judith Racht Gallery (Harbert, MI) afterwards from 4pm7pm EDT including complimentary hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar.
Featured in the silent auction is a pair of Hamilton tickets! The
Michigan Friends of the Michiana Humane Society will be raffling off
a Dinner for 8 at Mesa Luna in Sawyer, MI (valued at $1,600). All
proceeds go for the care and protection of our homeless animals.
(Michigan License R39259)
Tickets are $60 in advance and $75 the day of the event. Purchase
online or through November 4 at participating locations: blais,
Brandt’s Old Fashion Emporium, Chesterton Feed & Garden Center,
Darling Boutique, Frecklefarm, It’s A Breeze, The Villager, and MHS.
For tickets and information visit www.michianahumanesociety.org
or call 219-872-4499.

Mailing
indicia

